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MAJOR GENERAL W.Y. SMITH 


W.Y. Smith, the twelfth Oklahoma City commander, was born 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas on August 13, 1925. He graduated 
from Hot Springs High School in 1943, spent one year at 
Washington and Lee University in Virginia, and then entered 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New York. He gra- 
duated in 1948, among the first Academy graduates com- 
missioned directly into the newly established Air Force. 


His first assianment involved training recruits at 
Lackland AFB, Texas. Subsequently, he went through flight 
training at Randolph AFB, Texas and Williams AFB, Arizona 
receiving his pilot wings in September 1949. He then served 
aS a pilot with the 20th Fighter Bomber Group at Shaw AFB, 
South Carolina. 


In March 1951 Smith was assigned to the 27th Fighter 
Escort Group at Itazuke Air Base, Japan and flew combat 
missions over Korea in the F-84 Thunderjet. He then spent 
two months as forward air controller with the U.S. Army's 
25th Infantry Division. He next joined the 49th Fighter 
Bomber Group and served as operations officer for combat 
crew training at Itazuke, then as assistant group operations 
officer at Taegu, Korea flying combat missions until hit by 
flak and wounded on his 97th mission. 


After prolonged hospitalization, Smith went to Harvard 
University for graduate study in preparation for a teaching 
assignment with the Department of Social Sciences at West 
Point. At Harvard he received his master's degree in public 
administration and completed course requirements for a doc- 
torate in political economy and government. He later 
completed his dissertation and received his doctorate in 
1961. 


In 1954 Smith was assigned to the U.S. Military Academy, 
where he taught government, economics, and international 
relations for four years and attained the rank of associate 
professor. He attended the Air Command and Staff College at 
Maxwell AFB, Alabama from August 1958 to June 1959, He 
Spent that summer on special assignment with the President's 
Draper Committee to study the U.S. Military Assistance 
Program. In the fall he became a Planning and Programming 
Officer with the Deputy Director of War Plans in the Office 
of the Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans and Programs, Headquarters 
U.S. Air Force. 


In July 1961 Smith was assigned to the White House as 
Air Force Staff Assistant to General Maxwell D. Taylor who 
was then military representative to President Kennedy. In 
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1962, when General Taylor became Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Smith worked in a dual capacity as an 
Assistant to the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, and as a 
staff member on the National Security Council under Mr. 
McGeorge Bundy. 


In August 1964 Smith entered the National War College in 
Washington, D.C.. After graduation in June 1965, he was 
assigned to Headquarters U.S. Air Forces, Europe, in 
Wiesbaden, Germany. He worked first in the Policy and 
Negotiations Division and later as Chief, War Plans Division, 
both under the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations. In July 
1967 he became Commander of the 603rd Air Base Wing at 
Sembach, Germany. 

Then in July 1968 Smith was assigned as Military 
Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force, serving first 
with Secretary Harold Brown and subsequently with Secretary 
Robert C. Seamans, Jr. In this position, it was Smith's job 
to advise and assist the Secretary on matters of substance, 
particularly operational, budgetary, joint-service and system 


acquisition matters. He additionally carried out many spe- 
cial high level projects for the Secretary. 


In August 1971 General Smith was appointed Vice 
Commander of the Oklahoma City Air Materiel Area, and became 
Commander in June 1972. 


In October 1973 Smith was transferred back to the 
Pentagon and served as Director of Doctrine, Concepts and 
Objectives, in the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans 
and Operations. In July 1974 he was appointed Director of 
Policy Plans and National Security Council Affairs, in the 
office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
International Security Affairs. 


General Smith became the Assistant to the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff in September 1975 and at the same time 
was promoted to lieutenant general. In 1979 he was sent to 
Casteau, Belgium and named Chief of Staff, Supreme Head- 
quarters Allied Powers, Europe. Later he received his fourth 
star and became the Deputy Commander-in-Chief U.S. European 
Command. The General retired to Falls Church, Virginia in 
June 1983. 


His military decorations and awards included the 
distinguished service medal, silver star, legion of merit, 
air medal with three oak leaf clusters, joint service 
commendation medal, and purple heart. 


General Smith married the former Maria Petschek of 
New York City. They had three sons: Raymond P., Mark P., 
and Derek P.. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
1972 


Maj}. Gen. W.Y. Smith, former military assistant to 
the Secretary of the Air Force, became the OCAMA 
commander upon the retirement of Maj. Gen. Richard 
D. Reinbold. 


OCAMA received the assignment for the B-l inter- 
continental strategic bomber. 


Prince Sultan of Saudi Arabia visited Tinker. 


OCAMA received the system management responsibility 
for the AGM-86A subsonic cruise armed decoy (SCAD) 
missile. 


The Safety Office became a separate staff agency 
reporting directly to the OCAMA commander. 


OCAMA was assigned the F101 engine which was to be 
used on the B-1l bomber. 


The OCAMA Vietnam blood drive ended. From 1966 
until that time Tinker personnel donated 17,064 
units of blood. 


1973 


The Defense Supply agency took over the defense pro- 
perty disposal activities from OCAMA's Directorate 
of Distribution, 


OCAMA received system management responsibility for 
the advanced airborne command post system contained 
on the Boeing 747. 


Secretary of Defense Elliot Richardson made a faci- 
lities inspection of OCAMA and Tinker AFB, 


OCAMA received part of the workload for F-15 
aircraft components. 


The OCAMA KC-135 Division became the system manager 
for the E-4A (Boeing 747) advanced airborne command 
post (AABNCP) aircraft. 


A $10,800,000 bond election enabled Oklahoma county 
to buy and remove 836 homes, 32 empty tracts of land 
and one school north of the Tinker runway. The 
area was considered a hazard to flying operations. 
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Air Force Systems Command and Chief of Staff Air 
Force messages directed termination of engineering 
development for the AGM-86A subsonic cruise armed 
decoy (SCAD). 


A B-52 Stratofortress, donated by Tinker and the 
Air Force to the State Fair of Oklahoma, was put on 
permanent display at the fairgrounds. The Tinker 
Management Club helped offset the cost of the pro- 
ject through the sale of memorial medallions. 


I-240 South from I-35 to I-40 was dedicated as the 
Gen. Thomas P. Gerrity Expressway. 
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